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Qualitative Research is intended to explore social 
phenomena by immersing the investigator in the 
situation for extended periods. 



What is Qualitative Research 

  Meaning is subjective.  

  Researcher is aware of  their 
subjective perspective 

  Use the natural setting as the 
direct source of  data and the 
researcher as the key Instrument. 

  Research is descriptive. 

  Research is concerned with the 
process rather than simply with 
outcomes or products. 

  Research includes analysis of  data. 



Steps of  Qualitative Research 

Identify whom you will 
study. 

  Example: Will you be observing 
a fifth grade class or a ninth 
grade English class? 

  Remember to observe a 
representative sample of  your 
population.  

  Example: What are the perceived 
understandings of  being an ESE 
teacher in a high needs school? 

  Remember you don’t have a 
hypothesis yet, you are collecting 
information on environment, 
body language, tone, nuances, 
etc. 

Identify what you will 
study. 



Data Collection 

Triangulation 

Naturalistic 
Observation 

Open Ended 
Interviews 

Field Notes 
Documents 

or 
Photographs 

Statistics 



Generate a Hypothesis 



Analyzing the Data:  Coding and Creating Themes 



Interpretations and Conclusions 
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